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Dear AHL Husky Families, 
 
We have a had a great start to the school year and our amazing staff is working 
tirelessly to get to know each of their students and meeting their needs.  We have 
had many events at AHL including our Scoop Night,  Watch D.O.G.S Pizza Night, and 
our first PTA meeting of the school year.   
 
Our PTA is working hard to organize fundraisers and events this school year.  We 
are very excited to have a new PTA President, Vicki Phillips and her team; Vice 
President Bridget Banks, Secretary Tracy Sill and Treasurer Clay Stem.  They are 
already hard at work to organize and lead fundraising events that will benefit our 
AHL students.  If you are interested in volunteering with the PTA, please contact 
Vicki or call the office  - we are always looking for parent volunteers.  Our next 
PTA meeting is on Thursday, November at 6:30PM, we welcome all to attend. Also, 
please support the PTA by becoming a member of the PTA with a donation of $7. 
All donations go to fund field trips, Paws for Applause events,  and many other 
student activities. 
 
A friendly reminder, we strongly encourage our students to arrive at school on 
time each day. A student entering class late not only impacts his/her learning but 
also that of his classmates. In addition to disrupting the classroom, it disrupts the 
entire school. Also, picking up your child early is strongly discouraged. When your 
child is picked up early, it is a disruption to his/her education and the education of 
his/her classmates. Please keep this in mind when deciding to take this action. 
Please do everything you can to avoid the disruption of your child’s education and 
that of his/her classmates. 
 
It is essential that our students get a good night’s rest in order for them to be 

able to learn.  Please refer to the chart to see whether your child is getting 
enough sleep.   

  
Alpha Hart Lewis children are truly lucky to have committed teachers and families 
who believe in them and who have high expectations for their conduct and achieve-
ment. 
 
Cheers to a great school  year!  

Mrs. Holz 



Girls on the Run! 

Media Minutes 
The Media Center has been a busy place! Students have learned how to login to 
the computer and have started their digital citizenship lessons, learning about the 
importance of being safe on the Internet. Library checkout is also in full swing! All 
students have been through the library to check out books. It will be important 
for students to show responsibility by bringing their books back to school on their library day. 
Doing this means they can get new books to take home each week!  

As always, if you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Schwartz: nschwartz@cpsk12.org or 
573-214-3200. Thank you! 
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Girls On The Run is a program designed for girls in grades 3-5. It has been an awesome fall ses-
sion so far. One core belief of Girls On The Run is that every girl can be a confident, joyful, 
healthy individual that shines and we are lucky enough to see that at school and on the team. 
Our annual Fall Girls on the Run 5K will be here before long and we need your support. Here are 
some ways you can support our AHL GOTR Team: 
Follow us on Twitter: @AHL_GOTR 
Be at the 5K to cheer on our team 
Register to participate in the 5k as a volunteer or runner! 

○http://heartofmissourigirlsontherun.org/5k/ 

It would mean so much to the girls to see familiar faces there that day. Even if you can’t do 
the 5K, come by and cheer for our team on Saturday, November 19th, 9:00 a.m. at A.L. Gustin 
Golf Course. We hope to see you there! 
Coach Ellis, Coach Caldwell, Coach Ballenger, Coach Rutlick & Coach Gelina  

Home School Communicator Connection 
Hello AHL families, my name is Angela Smith and I am pleased to be your new Home School 
Communicator. I am here to help all of our AHL families acquire needed resources in order to 
ensure home and school needs are being met. Just a friendly reminder to all families, the Bud-
dy Pack program kicked off on September 9. For all families that signed up and those that 
still need to sign up, the packs will come home every Friday, or Thursday if we do not have 
school on Friday.  
 
As the Home School Communicator, I will also be the sponsor of our Mini MAC (Minority 
Achievement Committee) program. Mrs. Tabitha Kimble will assist with this program. The Mini 
MAC program will include 5th grade students. Family involvement will be greatly appreciated in 
all school functions. Children tend to perform better in school when they have consistent 
family and community involvement both at school and home. I am looking forward to building 
relationships with all of you as you continue to be supports and role models for our children. 
 
Once again do not hesitate to contact me regarding resource needs at ASmith@cpsk12.org or 
573-214-3200. Looking forward to a great year!!!   



Security Door Bell 

Music Notes 
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Greetings AHL family! I am thrilled to have been welcomed 
into our school by the amazing students and faculty.  Hav-
ing performed in choirs and various other instrumental en-
sembles from grade school up through college, I am excit-
ed to share my experiences, understanding, and love of mu-
sic with your students.  So far in my music classes we have jumped into a 
world of singing, instruments, body percussion, and dancing.  Each day we 
add a little bit more to our growing understanding of music and our abilities 
as musicians and enjoy learning what music has to offer.  It truly is a world 
full of discovery!  Stay tuned for our 1st grade concert coming up this No-
vember 15th!  I hope to see you all there in support of our students. 

Mr. Walker 

News from the Nurse 
Welcome back to school! We’ve successfully completed our Fall dental 
screening and over 300 students were seen. The Flu Clinic is just around the 
corner. We will be offering the flu shot, to all students with a signed per-
mission slip, on October 12, 2016. The flu mist will not be offered this year 
due to recommendations from the Center for Disease Control.  
As a reminder, any medications needed by a student must be given direct-
ly to the nurse from a parent or guardian.  Columbia Public Schools’ policy 
prohibits students from carrying medication. Please contact the health 
room at Kjames@cpsk12.org or 573-214-3200 with any questions. 
Do you have extra clothes that are now too small for your child? We are 
collecting gently used pants, sweatpants, and shirts for our health room. 
We are also in need of new socks and underwear in all sizes. Thank you for 
considering a donation!   
Nurse Karla 

For the safety and security of our building, doors are locked between the 
hours of 8:20 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Please use the buzzer system to enter the 
building. Remember when arriving after 8:20 a.m. students should be ac-
companied by an adult to help them work the security door bell and sign 
them to school. 



 

Hello, and greetings from Coach Shoemaker! Here is what we’ve been up to during the 
month of September. We started the year learning some games to play when we 
have a guest teacher. We also learned a new warm-up routine. The younger grades, 
such as K-1 spent a little more time with listening activities. Since then, we have had 
our jump rope unit and we just started our throwing and catching unit in grades 3-5. 
To end September K-2 is focusing on learning and reinforcing locomotor skills (such as 
skipping, hopping, galloping and sliding). Grades 3-5 will continue the throwing and catch-
ing unit. October is fitness education month. This means grades 3-5 will be doing fit-
ness testing in the beginning of the month.. Grades K-2 will focus on the concept of 
fitness and what elements that consists of, such as heart rate, cardio endurance, 
muscle strength, and muscle endurance. After the first few weeks of fitness educa-
tion and training, the focus will switch to rhythmical movement and include activities 
with ropes, hoops, and jump bands. We close this month in P.E by beginning our tum-
bling/gymnastics unit. 

 
Other Upcoming Events: 
 
 Running Club will return this year on November 1, 2016. This club is hosted by Coach 

Shoemaker and takes place from 7:30AM -8:00AM on Tuesdays and Thursdays be-
fore school. Students will run laps, and have a chart to keep track and set person-
al goals. Other activities will consist of various relay games, and practicing the pac-
er test. The signup sheets and waivers will be passed out to each individual student 
in class. As a proponent of healthy bodies and minds we encourage all students to 
participate in this club! 

 
 The Pumpkin Fun Run is October 1, 2016 at Phillips Lake. The run begins at 9:00AM 

and is a mile long run/walk in which students from all Columbia Public Schools’ will be 
attending. The top 3 schools with the most students win $500! We encourage our 
students to attend not only for the health benefits and experience, but the school 
incentive as well. Come on out and join other Huskies as we take to the trail! We 
won last year and would love to repeat our success! 

 
 Battle High School Boys’ Basketball Camp. This camp is offered to elementary age 

boys and starts October 1st and is on the next two following Saturdays of October 
8th, and 15th. This is put on by Battle High School coaches and should be a great expe-
rience for our students. 

 

 It is going to be a great year in P.E.! 

- Coach Shoemaker 
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Welcome! Alpha Hart Lewis Elementary is an excellent school with talented, caring staff, enthusiastic stu-
dents, and outstanding parents. The Parent-Teacher Association (PTA) is volunteer group dedicated to 
supporting the school and enhancing the quality of the educational experience at Alpha Hart Lewis for all 
students. Key goals include: 
 Coordinating volunteer participation to support school and PTA programs 
 Hosting activities that encourage family involvement and increase school spirit 
 Raising funds for student centered activities, supplemental services, equipment, and supplies 
 
Meet Your PTA Team: 
 
 
 
 
              President                 Vice President                  Secretary              Treasurer                 
              Vicki Phillips                Bridget Banks                         Tracy Sill                Clay Stem 

 
Your involvement is important and will contribute greatly to your child’s success. We are excited that 
your child will be part of this school, and we look forward to getting to know your family.  We invite you 
to become involved and to make our school an even better place for all children. Whether you choose to 
lead a committee, volunteer at an event, assist in the fundraising, or simply send supplies for a class ac-
tivity, your help is important and appreciated. 
The PTA’s number one priority is coordinating volunteers and school events. However, fundraising is also 
necessary. The PTA has many great fundraisers planned this year.  Some include a Fall Trunk or Treat and 
Chili supper, Spring Carnival, and many more fundraisers throughout the year. We also collect General Mills 
Box Tops and My Coke Rewards to help raise funds for AHL. In addition, you can buy school t-shirts for 
yourself and your children at any time during the school year. 
You can also sign up to become a PTA member.   It is $5 to join or $12 if you want to get a t-shirt or an 
AHL cup along with your membership.  The grade level with the most parents that become PTA mem-
bers and/or have the most parents come to PTA Meetings each month will receive a popcorn  or snow 
cone party.  What a great way to celebrate!  So sign up and don’t hesitate to ask your PTA representa-
tive any questions you might have. 
Once again, welcome! We look forward to serving the needs of your family.  If you have any questions 
please email us at alphahartlewis.pta.2010@gmail.com.  Also check out our Facebook page.  If all work to-
gether as a TEAM, this will be an exciting school year.  As they say,  “Together Everyone Achieves More!” 
Sincerely, 

Your PTA Team: Vicki, Bridget, Clay, and Tracy 

PTA President:  Vicki Phillips 
Hi! My name is Vicki Phillips.  This is my first year as 

PTA President.  I have a 5th grader named Sarah who 
attends AHL.  I am also a 4th grade teacher at 

AHL.  I decided to become PTA President  because 
our students and families hold a very special place in 
my heart and I want to do everything I can to show 

my support.   

PTA Vice President: Bridget Banks 
My name is Bridget Banks. This is my second year be-

ing PTA Vice President. I have a 4th grader named 
Anyae. I enjoy being on the AHL PTA because it allows 

me to support our awesome staff & students. 

PTA Secretary: Tracy Sill 
Hello! My name is Tracy Sill, and I'm the PTA secre-
tary. My son, Noah, will be a 4th grader. I've been on 
the PTA board since he was in Kindergarten, and I 

have loved getting to know so many AHL staff and 
helping all the little Huskies! 

PTA Treasurer:  Clay Stem 
My name is Clay Stem and I’m the PTA treasur-

er.  This is my second year as treasurer.  I have a 5th 
grader named Grady.  I enjoy being a part of  AHL’s 
PTA and I will do what I can to show my support. 
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Counselors’ Corner  

It’s great to be back into our new school year at AHL. My name is Anita Ellis 
and I am the full time counselor. We are very excited to have Mrs. Terry Baker 
as our part-time counselor this year. Mrs. Baker will be at AHL on Tuesdays this 
year, and will be teaching Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grade counselor classes.  

This is my sixth year at AHL, and my 23rd year of teaching and counseling. My 
husband, Eric, and I grew up in southwest Missouri, lived in St. Louis for several 
years, and moved to Columbia 20 years ago. We have three children – twin daugh-
ters, Emily & Megan and a son, Matthew. We love to travel, hike and bike on the 
trail, and hang out with our kids.  

I am excited to continue this year as one of the Girls on the Run coaches at Al-
pha Hart Lewis and to also lead the Husky Helper program for our 5th graders.  

Mrs. Baker and I are in the classrooms teaching our counseling curriculum for 
two 30-minute classes each month. We started off the year with activities de-
signed to get re-acquainted and to also understand the role of the counselor. For 
the last two weeks, we have been doing activities and lessons that help us to be 
better friends and to develop positive relationships with the people around us. In 
the coming weeks we’ll be talking about and identifying feelings in the younger 
grades, and learning how to manage more complex feelings in the upper grades.  

We are available to students, teachers and parents to provide support for all stu-
dents. Your student may ask to speak with us, the teacher may refer your child 
to us, or you can talk with us and ask us to see your child. We will contact you 
for permission if we need to see your child on a regular basis. We look forward to 
the coming year and encourage you to call, email or stop by with any questions 
or concerns! 

Anita Ellis   Terry Baker 

aellis@cpsk12.org thbaker@cpsk12.org 
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AHL Attendance Update 

Dear AHL Parents/Guardians,  
 
This school year our goal is to improve our attendance.   Our school wide 
goal is:  During the 2016-2017 school year, 90% of the students will have 90% 
attendance or higher. As a staff we have created a yearlong plan to motivate our students 
to be at school on time every day.   
 
     Every minute counts   
 Attendance is taken by the minute in our schools. When students are late to school or     

leave early, they are considered absent. Attendance minutes quickly add up into hours 
missed. When students are late or leave early, they miss valuable instructional time that is 
hard to make up. Please make sure that your child arrives on time to school and stays for 
the full instructional day. 

 
     Attendance incentives planned for the year: 
 Weekly random prizes for the class at each grade level with the best attendance! 
 Monthly parties for the class at each grade level with the best attendance! 
 Students with perfect attendance from September 1st through December will participate 

in a big event! 
 Students with perfect attendance from September 1st through the end of school year will 

participate in an off campus big event! 
 
     How our AHL parents/guardians can support this goal?  
 Explain to your child that it is his/her job to go to school and learn just as it is your job to go 

to work each day. 
 Set a time each afternoon for discussing what your child learned each day at school. 
 Set a time for your child to work on his/her homework in a well-lit place with few distrac-

tions. 
 Create a regular bedtime and morning routine for your child. 
 Set a bedtime that will allow your child enough rest every night so he/she wakes up re-

freshed and eager to come to school the next day. 
 Plan what you child will wear to school so they will not be rushed the next morning. 
 Take the time to get involved in your child’s school. This will let your child know that you be-

lieve school and school attendance is important. 
 Make school a priority by making medical and other appointments during non-school hours. 
 Schedule family vacations during holiday breaks or during the summer. 
 Help keep your child healthy. Remind your child to frequently wash his/her hands and cover 

his/her mouth when sneezing or coughing.   
 Keep children home if they are very sick and can possibly infect other children. 
 Attendance habits are developed early in life. Children who have good attendance habits in 

early school careers are more likely to continue them.  
 

AHL’s Current Attendance Rate: 95.23%  



 
 

Kindergarten 
Team Ballenger: Dilynn Walters 
Team Hardy: Kristian Brown 
Team Neeley: Lilliana Mooney 
Team Pratt: Hailey Sarff 

First Grade 
Team Bare: Auna’stie Pruitt 
Team Jeffries: Ravion Williams  
Team Lawrence: Esmae Fone 
Team Schilb: Myla Lewis 

Second Grade 
Team Kloster: Angel Collins 
Team Holbrook: Emelia Acevedo 
Team Groves: Aiyanna Abayan 
Team Geha: Ja’Niya Dansberry 

Third Grade 
Team Caldwell: Jamariyee Harrell 
Team Verble: Jacquelynn Pruitt 
Team Wegner: Kylie Carmona 
Team Wright: Reece Clifton 

Fourth Grade 
Team Souther: Rebecca Roop 
Team Vranicar: Elijah Piper  
Team Romei: Teyvion Phillips-
Lawson 
Team Phillips: Anyae Petty 
Fifth Grade: 
Team Grindstaff: Izabela 
Vaughan 
Team Pulliam: Rubi Martinez  
Team Sarff: Andreaz Johnson  

September  Citizen of the Month 



 
 

 

August Games with the Principal 
Hardy 

Talayjah Hayes 

Carter Dobbins 

Neeley 

Dereon Arthur 

Ellyn Rupright 

Pratt 

Christopher 

Venneman 

Elijah Stephens 

Ballenger 

Abby Bradley 

Parker Schwartz 

Lawrence 

Zermone Miller 

Talia Jackson 

Bare 

Auna’stie Pruitt 

Arryann Carmo-

na 

Schilb 

Keyanna Weir 

Nadia Fisher 

Jeffries 

Laura Sargent 

Ravion Williams 

Groves 

Kylie O’Konsky 

Jeremiah Ad-

jokatcher 

Geha 

Haley Wilson 

Sway Jones 

Kloster 

McKayla Single-

ton  

Ameilana Chris-

tian 

 

Holbrook 

Tavin Lock  

Olivia Christo-

pher  

Verble 

Bradon Wilcox 

Jamilah Mar-

teen 

Caldwell 

Maila Smith 

Nico Darty  

Wegner 

Janiece Lambert 

Dakari Cathron 

Wright 

Braxton Greer  

Zaire Daniels 

Phillips 

Piper Johnson 

Chris Davis 

Vranicar 

Tanner Scruggs 

Eli Piper 

Romei 

Aaniya Harris 

Landon Beatty 

Souther 

Kelsey Botkins 

Jamie Jimenez 

Turner 

Eli Ream  

Josiah Parker  

Grindstaff 

Riley Humphrey 

Kaitlyn McCoy 


